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What Is, What Should Be, What Is Difficult and What
Is Real for the Young People’s Academy of Science

Li Heling', Li Rui®

(1. Teacher Development Center, Xuanwu District, Nanjing, 210008;
2. School of Education, Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210023)

Abstract: The development of the Youth Academy of Sciences in China can be divided into the
budding period, development period, founding period, and maturity period, gradually
expanding from local pilot programs to nationwide implementation. From the
perspective of its value and function, the Youth Academy of Sciences is beneficial for
enhancing students’ scientific identity, satisfying their curiosity for inquiry, and
highlighting their individuality. However, controversies exist regarding its value
positioning and scope of work, specifically reflected in the balance between selecting
innovative talents and serving all students, virtual entities and physical organizations,
as well as openness and inclusiveness versus limited space. Activities in the Youth
Academy of Sciences should demonstrate three unities: the unity of academic and
developmental goal orientation; the intersection of club-based and project-based activity
models; and the unity of community culture and individual characteristics within
organizational culture.

Key Words: Youth Academy of Sciences; Science Education; Scientific Identity; Scientific

Inquiry; Project-Based Learning
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